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If T wish to recover [192] my health and my speech,
it is not for my own pleasure, but in order to be able
to answer at prayers with the others, and above all
to be able to teach what I know to the others who
know it not. That is why I ask thee to cure me.
However, thou wilt do as thou choosest.” All this
convinces us that Faith has penetrated far into these
souls, since zeal for God’s glory and respect for holy
things are so deeply engraved in them. Here is
another proof of this.

These good savages left Sillery in the middle of
the winter, to hunt in the woods, all the time
approaching the mouth of their river. When they
arrived there, they found themselves intermingled
with many others who were not yet Christians, some
of whom had never even heard the Faith mentioned.
The number of the ungodly was much greater than
that of the faithful, and it would seem that the
former should have had more power and authority.
However, the latter so prevailed that the ungodly
allowed themselves to be persuaded [193] by the dis-
courses and examples of the faithful to give up their
drums, their sorceries, and their eat-all feasts, and
to come down to the Three Rivers to be instructed.
They came down, therefore, to the number of thirty-
five canoes well filled. The first thing that the Chris-
tians did was to enter our Chapel and bring thither
the others, after which they asked to hold a Council
with Monsieur des Rochers, who was then in com-
mand of the fort of the Three Rivers, and with
Father Buteux, to whom the Captain spoke as follows:
“ Listen to my words, thou who knowest well the
Massinahigan. Here, look at what thou seest before
thee; these are the letters that I send to the Captain



